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7 August 1958

KEMORANDUM FOR: Assietant Director/Central Reference

SUBJECT ~  : Proposed Monthly Index of Chinese Acgessions (NICA)

* 1., Ia & releass ip English printed by the New China Rews Agency,
Poiping, Jamary 4, 1958, sn account is given of extensive research
programs underway at the Chinese Academy of 8Bclences. Thie description
snd other sources stiest to the fact that Red China is meking = determined
sftort to foster sclentific snd technical development.

2. The intelligence community is limited in its ability to digest
and mesimilate new Chinese information appesaring in the literature. We
bave good acquisition and exploitation progrems but noa-iinguists heve
no way in vhich to systemsticslly tap the growing body of information
svaileble in Chinese publications. The Library of Congress, Barvard
Livrary, Hcover Library, Department of Agriculture Library, and others
are regeiving an incressing flow of Chinese publications whioh for the
most pert remains uneateloged and untranslated.

3, This situation is mpalogous to one vhich faced the intelligence
community ten years ago with respect to Russian publications., Then, it
vas decided to asenear the prepsration of a Montl Index of Russisn
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foth pubiications have since proven their e to acedemiciens end
resesrchers in and outside the intelligence commnity. More then 150

iibraries cooperate with the Library of Congress in both projecis.

%, "he desirability of starting e Monthly Ind
gaions along the lines of the MIRA end the ERAI ussed

1y with Library of Qougress officimls. They sre receptive to the
1des and very much interested in seaing it dope. A temporary estimate
of the spmuel cost of the operation was given as $75,000 to $100,000.

5, It is suggested that FROCIAC be asked to situdy the sdvisabllity

Monthly Index of Chinese Acceseions at the Librery of
Congress. A PROCIAC steff inquiry into the current and potentiaml
sdvanteges of undertaking such & publication would be an excellent way
to confirm the meed and messure commnity interest.
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